Changing radiology resident education to meet today's and tomorrow's needs.
Radiology education has evolved significantly in the past several decades, but there is considerable room for improvement. While some improvements depend on the availability of new technology, others are low tech, requiring merely that we be aware of and apply findings in the education literature. We teachers of radiology could benefit from recent studies investigating the processes underlying adult learning to improve the methods we use to train residents and fellows, and to improve the way we teach our colleagues and even ourselves. In this review, adult learning and the expert learner are briefly discussed, as are the important elements of effective learning tools. The strengths and weaknesses of radiology education as it is commonly practiced today are explored. Specific suggestions for improving education in radiology using both low tech and high tech methods are then discussed.